
Determine Rental needs based on guest count, vendors

Research and book Rentals: linens, plates, etc.

Finalize Wedding Party attire

Finalize Groom's attire

Purchase Bride's Accessories- shoes, veil, etc.

Purchase Groom's Accessories - shoes, cufflinks, etc.

Research and book Cake Vendor

Research and book Ceremony Officiant

Research and book Ceremony Musicians

Begin thinking about additional decor and favors

Draft a plan for entire wedding weekend - from the

rehearsal dinner/welcome event, to the farewell

event/next day brunch

SET YOURSELF UP FOR SUCCESS & BE WELL ORGANIZED RIGHT FROM THE START.
PRINT AND PLACE ALL OF YOUR CONTRACTS IN A THREE RING BINDER AS SOON

AS THE INK IS DRY. 

CREATIVE2 MAGPIES

TOP PRIORITY / FIRST STEPS:

Finalize your maximum guest count

Research and reach out to potential venues

Schedule visits to your top 3-5 venue options

Finalize ceremony and reception venue & date

Start to look for “The Dress” 

SECOND PRIORITY / NEXT STEPS

Research and book your Photographer

Schedule engagement shoot if desired

Research and book Caterer

Research and book Florist

LAST PRIORITY / LAST STEPS

Determine your Wedding Party

Research and book Hotel room blocks if needed

PLANNING TIMELINE

       Months Before 

Share the great news with family and friends!

Determine your budget - consult family if contributing

Put together a rough guest list 

Discuss each other’s priorities for the event

Discuss and determine a vision for the event

Determine preferred dates and general location

Start a Pinterest board! Organize pins by category:

Wedding Party Looks, Reception Styling

Collect and organize guest addresses

Order and send Save The Dates

Create a wedding website

Begin crafting a wedding registry

Start shopping for Wedding Party attire

Research and book DJ/Band/Entertainment

Research and book Hair and Make Up Artist

Research and book Transportation

Research additional vendors: Photobooth, Day-of, etc.

Determine honeymoon location - book flights and hotel

Put in any request for time off needed at work

      Months Before

     Months Before

10 - 12

8 - 10 

6  - 8

Post engagement

Pro tip: 



PLANNING TIMELINE

Purchase bridal lingerie or other special attire

Plan and purchase details: vow book, guest book, etc.

Purchase Wedding Party accessories (ties/socks/jewelry)

Design and order invitations - especially if doing yourself

Check on dress and schedule all fittings

Make sure your registry is complete and versatile 

Pick out wardrobe for rehearsal, bridal shower, etc.

Research venue/restaurant for rehearsal, next day event

Finalize and decor and favor purchases

Decide on a hashtag for your event

Plan out your honeymoon

Research how to obtain a marriage license in your state

Begin collecting RSVPs as they start to come in

Get your Marriage License! (usually within 90 days)

Schedule final vendor meetings + make final payments

Provide song selection to DJ

Discuss shot list and timing with Photographer

Finalize menu selection and timing with Caterer

Confirm Floral order

Confirm Hair & Makeup services and timeline

Determine table lay out

Draft seating arrangements

Confirm Wedding Party attire is set (shoes, alternations)

Draft your final timeline based on meetings

     Months Before

    Months Before
Send invites 8-12 weeks before event

Finalize major weekend event timelines 

Confirm ceremony details with Officiant

Set up marriage license appointment

Select special songs: precessional, first dance, etc.

Order Stationery: welcome sign, ceremony program etc.

Schedule pre-wedding appointments:  lashes, tan, nails

Plan and purchase Wedding Party gifts

Reach out to missing RSVPs

Begin monitoring weather, make contingency plans

Plan micro-logistics and create pack lists

Finalize timeline

Finalize all outfit needs

Assemble favors and gifts

Remind your employer if taking time off 

Begin drafting your vows

Tabulate RSVPs and finalize guest count

Print final seating chart + escort cards

Begin packing according to your pack list

Perfect yours vows

Be sure you're planning work load at work accordingly

Submit your details to vendors: counts, meals, allergies

Confirm details with vendors: arrival/depart times, etc.

Create and distribute a final timeline with vendors

Make any outstanding final payments

Pick Up Bride's Dress

Pick Up Groom's Attire

Clean engagement ring

Practice vows

Attend final beauty appointments

Finalize packing

Ensure all Wedding Party understands who/what/where

Pull trigger on any weather contingencies - tents etc.

Make any last minute/emergency guest seating changes

Get cash needed for tips/gratuity and a plan to distribute

Pack car / travel if going to destination

Drink water and get plenty of sleep

Days Before 

4 - 6

3

2 - 7

Days Before 

Days Before 

Days Before 

7 - 15

15 - 30

30 - 60

Days Before 60 - 90

CREATIVE2 MAGPIES



PLANNING TIMELINE

      Days After

Pick up and drop off items as needed

Give rings to Best Man and/or Maid of Honor

Attend your rehearsal or welcome event

Take some deep breaths and a moment to look forward to the next day

Drink plenty of water - don't drink to much alcohol at the rehearsal/welcome

Set your alarm for the next day

Do your best to get a full night of sleep

Make sure all rentals are returned/dropped off 

Honeymoon if honeymooning.

Start a shared album - ask guests to share their photos 

Send a quick thanks to all vendors + people who helped

Relax and enjoy married life

Order and send thank you cards for wedding gifts

Order prints from your photographer

Create a wedding album

Drink water and eat breakfast!

Gently steam garments as needed; be 100% sure they can withstand stand

Take deep breaths - it's an emotional day

Hug the people who have helped make the day special

Relax and remember what your wedding is all about 

Eat at the reception and don't drink to fast - you will want to remember this night!

Distribute tips as planned or give to the person tasked with distributing them to vendors

Take it all in

      Months After

On Your Wedding Day

The Day Before the Wedding

1 - 5 1 - 3

CREATIVE2 MAGPIES



Our online
community for
Brides & Grooms 

JOIN NOW

Join our private group and get
access to our FREE Wedding
Planning Guides, created and
moderated by a Professional
Wedding Planner. Ask questions,
get answers, find vendors, deals,
and insider info from a
community of people all in the
same boat! Meet others who are
planning, get support, and
celebrate your journey!

DEAR BRIDES & GROOMS

P L A N N I N G  A D V I C E ,  I N S P I R A T I O N ,  &  C O M M U N I T Y

J O I N

You’re Invited

THETHE  
I DOI DO
CLUBCLUB

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / g r o u p s / t h e i d o c l u b

https://www.facebook.com/groups/theidoclub
http://www.facebook.com/groups/theidoclub
https://www.facebook.com/groups/theidoclub

